(1) FMS IND: _          

(D) Display Only Field

This one-character field is an indicator for FMS’ purposes only.  The new TOP formats contain a field to indicate whether an account was previously certified by ED in the 2000 Process Years forward, and this indicator is used strictly by TOP programs for tracking purposes only.  For the 2000 Process Years forward, TOP programs will systematically populate ED accounts with either a blank, an “A” (for Add), or a “Y” (for Replace).  For the 2001 Process Years forward, TOP programs will populate GA accounts with an “A” or a “Y”.  For all prior years, this field will be blank.  This indicator does not relate to whether an account is currently certified in the TOP.

(2) A/I: _



(D) Display Only Field

This one-character field indicates the current status of a certified account.  Beginning with the 2001 Process Year, this field will contain an “A” (for Active or Certified Account) or an “I” (for Inactive or Decertified Account).  If an account is not selected for certification or recertification or if the account is unprocessable by Treasury (rejected for certification), this field will be blank.  For all years prior to 2001, this field will be blank.  This indicator will systematically change, based on ACTION (see 3 below) updates.

(3) ACTION



(O) Optional Field
(A TO ACTIVATE ACCOUNT)

(I TO INACTIVATE ACCOUNT)

(D TO REMOVE A DEBT)

The actions in this field have been changed to accommodate the new TOP formats.  In all cases, staff should only take the appropriate actions on an account that is currently certified; i.e., the account indicates an “A” or “I” in the A/I field described in (2) above for the current Process Year.  If a user attempts an action (i.e., to Activate or Inactivate an Account or Remove a Debt) on an account that is not currently certified (i.e., the account indicates a blank in the A/I field) or attempts an action on an account for a previous Process Year instead of the current Process Year, an error message will appear indicating “Account Not Certified; No Action Allowed”.  

To inactivate or decertify an account so that no future offsets occur, the user should tab to the Action field, type “I”, press Enter, and press Enter again to confirm action.  The account status will display as “9 – Inactive in TOP” and the A/I field, described in 2 above, will display as “I”.  Additionally, a record will be sent to Treasury to inactivate the account on ED’s next Weekly Update tape.

To activate an account, which was previously inactivated, so that future offsets will occur, the user should tab to the Action field, type “A”, press Enter, and press Enter again to confirm action.  The principal and interest of the certified debts will be re-calculated, and the amount will be reflected in the TOP CURRENT BALANCE.  Additionally, a record will be sent to Treasury on ED’s next Weekly Update tape, at which time, the REPLACEMENT DATE (in 9 below) and the REPLACEMENT AMOUNT (in 10 below) will be updated with this information.  The account status will display as “5 - Certified in TOP” or “6 – Federal Funds Have Been Offset”.  

To remove a debt or decertify a debt to stop offsets from occurring on the removed debt only, the user should tab to the Action field and type “D”.  The certified debts will automatically appear at the bottom of the screen (ordinarily, a user would have to press the PF5 key for this information).  Please note that each debt is sequentially numbered, beginning with 1, followed by the Debt Number (including the leading letter denoting the loan type; e.g., G, F, N, etc.) to help the user to determine the appropriate debt.  The user must then enter the appropriate sequential number of the debt that should be removed (decertified) from TOP and press Enter.  Press Enter again to confirm action.  The TOP CURRENT BALANCE will be reduced by the amount of the removed debt.  Additionally, a record will be sent to Treasury on ED’s next Weekly Update tape, at which time, the LAST DECREASE DATE (in 5 below) and the DECREASE AMOUNT (in 6 below) will be updated with this information.

(4) DEBT NUMBER


(D) Display Only

The new TOP formats require a Debt Number, which will be indicated in this field, for reporting purposes to FMS.  For ED accounts, this number is systematically derived using 05, plus the SSN of the account.  For example, SSN 111-11-1111 would be populated as 05111111111.  For GA accounts, this number is the alpha Subagency Code plus the SSN of the account.  For example, if the Pennsylvania guaranty agency, PHEAA, certified SSN 111-11-1111, the DEBT NUMBER would be populated as PA111111111.  In some cases, this number may be followed by an alpha character; e.g., PA111111111A.

NOTE:  This Debt Number is used for FMS reporting purposes only.  It does not relate to the ED Debt Numbers that are assigned to every debt that enters ED’s database.

(5) LAST DECREASE DATE
(D) Display Only

Date when last decrease amount was reported to Treasury.  

(6) DECREASE AMOUNT

(D) Display Only

Cumulative decrease amount(s) reported to Treasury by ED or a guaranty agency for payments and other adjustments to reduce the certified amount.  This amount(s) is subtracted from the TOP CURRENT BALANCE.

(7) LAST INCREASE DATE
(D) Display Only

Date when last increase amount was reported to Treasury.  

(8) INCREASE AMOUNT

(D) Display Only

Cumulative increase amount(s) reported to Treasury by ED or a guaranty agency for interest accrual to increase the certified amount.  This amount(s) is added to the TOP CURRENT BALANCE.  As a result, it is possible that the TOP CURRENT BALANCE may be greater than the TOP ORIGINAL BALANCE.

(9) REPLACMENT DATE

(D) Display Only

Date when last replacement amount was reported to Treasury.  

(10) REPLACEMENT AMOUNT
(D) Display Only

Last replacement amount reported to Treasury by ED or a guaranty agency to replace the certified amount.  This amount is reflected in the TOP CURRENT BALANCE.

